MCJA Mid-Year Business Meeting
Meeting Minutes
03.04.26

President Mike Vecchio presented the mid-year business meeting, with exceptions noted below

1. Current Executive Board reviewed
a. Immediate Past President, Catherine Pape, Bowling Green State University
b. President, Mike Vecchio, Loyola University Chicago
c. 1st Vice President, Julie Hibdon, Southern Illinois University
d. 2nd Vice President, Eric Grommon, Indiana University Indianapolis
e. Secretary, Audrey Hickert, University of Cincinnati
f. Treasurer, Eric Cooke, Bowling Green State University
g. ACJS Region 3 Trustee, Ming-Li Hsieh, University of Wisconsin-Eau Claire
h. Membership Chair, Matt Matusiak, University of Arkansas, Little Rock
i. Editor, Journal of Crime & Justice, Jennifer Peck, University of Central Florida
j. Website Administrator, Breanne Pleggenkuhle, Southern Illinois University
2. Welcome & Agenda
3. 49th Annual Meeting Details
a. Thursday 9/24 to Friday 9/25, Aloft Hotels Magnificent Mile in Chicago
b. Theme: Will the Center Hold?: Evidence-Based Practice & Community Trust in an Era of Shifting Truths
i. Keynote: Chris Sullivan, University of Missouri-St. Louis
c. Abstract Submissions due 7/15/26
i. Program Chair, Julie Hibdon, Southern Illinois University
4. General Presidential Report: 
a. Conference Hotel Contract (2027–2029)
i. RFP solicited & two (2) bids considered
ii. Aloft Chicago Mag Mile –  3-year contract approved with room rates:
	
	Hotel Room Rates

	
	Single
	Double

	2027
	$203
	$213

	2028
	$209
	$219

	2029
	$215
	$225



b. Website
i. Breanne Pleggenkuhle acknowledged for service as webmaster
ii. Check website for membership and registration rates and dates
	
	Conference Registration Rates

	
	Pre-Reg
	Onsite

	Student
	$20
	$30

	Member
	$80
	$100

	Non-Member
	$150
	$160



c. Student Affairs Committee
i. Mackenzie Grace (Chair), Melissa, Burek, Lisa Growette Bostaph, Sara Lucak, Catherine Pape, Jen Peck, Joe Schaefer
ii. Will be reviewing process for Student Travel Scholarship Awards. Modifications before 2026 awards cycle (May 2026)
d. Officer Positions
i. Nominations (late spring); elections (summer)
ii. Must be member in good standing for at least 12 months prior to nomination
iii. Contact Mike Vecchio for more information
iv. Open positions:
1. 2nd Vice President  [4-year term,  2026–2030] 
2. Treasurer  [2-year term,  2026–2028]
e. Awards – please submit for the awards (Deadline July 15); must be nominated by regular member in good standing
i. Tom Castellano Award (outstanding service to MCJA)
ii. Practitioner Award
iii. Student Awards
1. Paper awards (undergraduate & graduate)
2. Poster awards (undergraduate, masters, & PhD)
3. Student Travel Scholarships
a. Note that Student Affairs Committee is reviewing process
b. up to 4 awards @ $500; 7/15/25 deadline to apply; notifications 8/1/25
c. Catherine Pape Committee Chair
f. 2025 Audit Committee Report
i. Thank you to Bill King, Dena Carson, & Hannah Klein
ii. Constitutional & By-Laws amendments  –  in progress:
1. 1a-b.  US Bank  –  2nd Officer access  (Secretary)  [art. IV, § 7;  art. II, § 4]
2. 2.  Proposed cycle for audits  [art. XI, § 7]
a. In January 2028, audit of last three (3) full years (2025–2027)
g. MCJA 50th Anniversary (2027)
i. Planning has begun  (e.g., MCJA history, panels, & special events)
ii. Special Issue in the Journal of Crime & Justice  –  Guest Editors:
1. Dena Carson (Indiana University Indianapolis)
2. Breanne Pleggenkuhle (Southern Illinois University Carbondale)
5. Membership Report (Mike Vecchio on behalf of Matt Matusiak, University of Arkansas, Little Rock)
a. 2025 conference: 227 total registrations: 90 regular, 105 student, 32 non-members; 69 on-site; 42% increase from 2024 attendance 
b. 2025-2026 Membership (as of 2/17/26): 111 members, 86 regular, 25 student (56 first-time; 22 returning); 70 have not yet renewed – likely due to our membership calendar. 
c. Figure presented on membership trends 2021-2026; some fluctuations; generally, in 100-120 range
6. Eric Cooke: Treasurer’s Report: 
a. $66,509 balance in US Bank account on 2/24/26
i. Revenue: $32,823.54 ($27,465.23 from Taylor & Francis; $5,038.31 from Square transactions)
ii. Expenses: $59,006.94
b. Dues remain unchanged ($60 regular; $35 student)
c. Account balance from Q1 2020 to Q1 2026 shared; annual cycle of increasing account balance until meeting expenses come due; overall trend of increasing balance
d. Discussion about if we have “too much” money for our non-profit designation; Eric shared that we’re okay as long as under $50K after each year’s conference expenditures
7. Jen Peck, Editor-in-Chief: Journal Report: Journal of Crime & Justice 
a. Sarah Lucak, Managing Editor, thanked for her service
b. Deputy Editors Recognized
i. Dena Carson, Indiana University Indianapolis 
ii. William King, Boise State University
iii. Breanne Pleggenkuhle, Southern Illinois University
iv. Joseph Schafer, Arizona State University
c. Journal Metrics shared: 
i. 2025 submissions: 255, 32 accepted, 157 desk rejections, 197 total rejections, pending R&R/AMR into 2026 is 25; trends since 2022 shared: increasing submissions and increasing rejection %
ii. 2026 submissions to date: 55: 36 reject (34 desk reject); 14 under first review; 4 R&R decisions; 1 accepted (Keynote Address)
iii. Journal Speed metrics 2024 vs. 2025: submission to first decision (still 2 days); submission to post-review decision (still 56 days); stable acceptance to online publication (still 11 days)
iv. Citation metrics: 
1. 2025 IF: 1.50 (2024 = 1.40)
2. 5-year IF: 1.70 (2024 = 1.60)
3. Annual downloads/views: 112,352 (2022 = 111,697)
d. Positive updates & reminders: 
i. Justin Nix & Tara Richards – 2025 Keynote Address in JC&J
ii. Movement towards including publicly-available “Highlights” for articles
iii. Continue to include graduate students as reviewers
iv. Keynote Addresses are Open Access for 90 days
v. Introductions to Special Issues are always Open Access
vi. Special Issues are Open Access for 90 days
e. Continued challenges:
i. Finding reviewers
ii. Increasing Impact Factor
iii. Ability for US authors to pay for Open Access
iv. Decrease in visibility of accepted articles on X/Twitter
f. 2026 Special Issue: Monetary Sanctions & the CJ System (Ebony Ruhland)
g. 2027 Special Issue: MCJA 50th Anniversary (Dena Carson & Breanne Pleggenkuhle)
h. Guest Editors always welcome! 
i. Still promoting journal work on social media
j. Acknowledgment of editorial board
8. Ming-Li Hsieh: ACJS Region 3 Trustee Report 
a. ACJS 2027 will be March 29-April 3 in Kissimmee, FL; Keynote Tom Tyler; lots of workshops to consider
b. Dena Carson as incoming Region 3 Trustee (2026-2029)
c. Our region is still third place in membership, but we are getting close to Region 2 in size; we continue to have stable membership and finances and are well-regarded by ACJS
d. ACJS sponsorship for our meeting will boost from $500 to $1,000 – but we need to request the money
9. Open Forum:
a. Joe Schafer: Discussed how WSC has an executive director; suggestion for examining the benefits of adding this role to MCJA; it could be a person who can grow revenue, expand conference, and grow the association while the executive board focuses on other aspects of the association’s mission
10. 49th Annual Meeting Reminder & Thank you to Sponsors, especially going into our 50th Anniversary Year with extra expenses and special events


