MCJA Business Meeting
Meeting Minutes
03.20.24

President David White presented the midyear business meeting, with exceptions noted below

1. 47th Annual Meeting 9/26-27/2024 at Aloft Hotels Magnificent Mile
a. Great new rates! $178/single $188/double vs. >$250 in prior years
b. Theme: Advancing Criminal Justice Research and Education
c. Keynote: Beth Huebner, Director School of Criminology and Criminal Justice, ASU
d. Abstract submission deadline: 7/15/24
e. Program Chair: Catherine Pape, BGSU
2. Accepting Award Nominations
a. Tom Castellano (outstanding service to MCJA)
b. Practitioner Award
c. Graduate Paper/poster awards
d. Undergraduate paper/poster awards
e. Student travel scholarships: up to 4 @ $500/each (Cory Haberman chair)
3. General Presidential Report
a. E-board met in January and March
i. Add Scholarship Committee to constitution for 2025, and
ii. Constitutional amendment to address minimum number of candidates for open position (amendment notices go out 90 days prior to conference)
b. Officer elections in summer
i. 2nd Vice President
4. Treasurer’s report by Eric Cooke
a. 82 members current through September 2024
i. Discussion of changing membership timeline so people pay dues annually, for example 9/1 through 8/31
b. 2023 conference attendance increased from 2022
c. Dues remain $60/regular, $35/student
d. US Bank checking balance: $63,249.92
e. Outlays: $48,432.18
f. Revenue: $21,174.54
5. Journal of Crime & Justice Report by Jen Peck, Editor-in-Chief
a. Introduced Sara Lucak, UCF, Managing Editor – part of the editorial team, all email correspondence includes Jen & Sara
b. Deputy editors: Dena Carson, IUI; William King, BSU; Breanne Pleggenkuhle, SIU; Joseph Schafer, ASU
c. 1/1/2023 to 12/31/2023: 180 submissions; 37 accepted (22%); coding of “desk rejects” is different under Jen’s editorship than George’s. 35 desk rejects (21%); 11 papers pending into 2024
d. Trends over last 4 years: submissions are going up, rejection rate is also increasing
i. Discussion of current 2024 YTD desk reject rate seems high, but several papers under review currently. There’s still an issue of finding good reviewers, so editor is being careful to send out papers that are ready for review. 
e. 2024: 49 submissions to date; 4 accepted from 2023; 0 R&R’s so far; 25/29 rejections are desk rejects. 18 papers currently awaiting first decision
f. Speed comparisons (April 23 - September 23 vs. October 23 – March 24): submission to first decision time declined from 26 to 10 days; submission to post-review decision is still 90 days; acceptance to online publication remains at 15 days
g. Citation Metrics: 2022 IF 1.2; 5-year IF 1.6; 101,000 annual downloads
h. Updates: 
i. Content of all email templates have been updated in online system (a great effort)! 
ii. Reviewers receive email with decision and other reviews
iii. Ebony Ruhland’s 2023 Conference Keynote Address in Issue 3 of 2024
iv. Increase mentorship of graduate students as reviewers
v. Finding reviewers is still a challenge “post-COVID” – increasing time to decision
i. We’re now on X/Twitter – please follow
i. Sara Lucak, ME will be running our X/Twitter handle
ii. Jen meeting with Jackie Fernholz @ Taylor & Francis to talk about increasing journal visibility 
j. Special Issues: 
i. Issue 1 of 2024 measurement & methodology (Hibdon, Schafer, Kyle)
ii. Issue 4 of 2024
iii. More forthcoming
iv. Discussion: Mel Burek & Eric Cooke - propose a special issue on Midwest-based studies
k. Thanks to editorial board, reviewers, and authors
6. Region 3 Trustee Report by Ming-Li Hsieh
a. Bitna Kim (SHSU) is incoming ACJS president; Stephanie Mizrahi (CSU Sacramento) is 1st VP, David Myers (UNH) is 2nd VP
b. The 2025 ACJS theme and focus were discussed: The Future of Criminal Justice and Criminology: The Case for Inclusion, Interaction, and Internationalization” 
c. future ACJS hotels and locations were discussed – a variety of cities/locales for covering other regions and balancing expenses
d. Region 3 (Midwest) is 4th in terms of size/membership; it will be a relatively light lift to increase membership to get into 2nd place
e. Look at the back of your badge for special events happening this week at ACJS
f. ACJS Today editor position is open now; consider applying
7. Q&A – back to David White
a. Mel Burek: are we reaching out to Midwesterners who are at ACJS who aren’t members of MCJ?
i. Eric Cooke: Yes, we have put them on a list and are contacting them. Eric will work on the same thing for ASC. 
ii. Mike Vecchio is doing a roster of schools/programs in the region to target as well. 






