MCJA Business Meeting
Meeting Minutes
09.26.25

President Catherine Pape called to order for 48th Annual Meeting 

I. President’s Report/Old Business

1. Recognized the current board and recognized BGSU students and staff for service to registration table and beyond
· Immediate Past President David White
· President Catherine Pape
· 1st Vice President Mike Vecchio
· 2nd Vice President Julie Hibdon
· Treasurer Eric Cooke 
· Secretary Audrey Hickert
· ACJS Region 3 Trustee Ming-Li Hsieh
· JC&J Editor Jen Peck
· Website Admin Breanne Pleggenkuhle
· & noted Matt Matusiak for Membership

2. President’s Report 
· New hotel – Aloft Magnificent Mile; Year 2 of 3-year contract
· Will get more bids to compare options and keep costs low and experience high for members

3. Student Poster and Paper Competition
· Thanked Committee that updated rules/rubrics for poster and paper competitions: Joe Schafer, Jen Peck, Melissa Burek, Sara Lucak, & Mackenzie Grace
· Summary of new processes:
i. Poster competition now has separate judging session; good feedback from students on new process
ii. Paper competition now allows students to submit work with faculty co-author and at 3 distinct levels (Undergraduate, Master’s, Doctoral)

4. Website Transition
· Thanked Breanne Pleggenkuhle for her efforts in the big transition
· Breanne gave an update on the process of transition and thanked members for their patience
· Please send feedback or requests for things to post to Breanne at bpleggenkuhle@siu.edu   

5.  Audit Report
· Thanked Audit Committee: William King, Dena Carson, and Hannah Klein
· Bill King reported on behalf of the committee, including high line points of recommendation: 
i. Longer time for future audit committee to conduct their work
ii. Treasurer retain and provide more detailed Square transaction data
iii. Build in redundancy in banking with an additional person beyond the treasurer

II. New Business

1. Membership Report- Matt Matusiak 
· 185 total registrations
· 85 regular members
· 78 student members
· 22 non-members
· 179 pre-registrations
· 28 on-site registrations
· 16% increase over 2024 attendance
· Membership: 167 members as of 9/25/25
· 124 regular & 75 student
· 16 returning members (after a lapse in membership)
· 48 first-time members

2. Treasurer’s Report- Eric Cooke
· As of September 18, 2025, MCJA has a total of $92,754 in its US Bank account.
· This is a 4.63% increase from this same time last year.
· Revenue and Expenses (09/18/2024 – 09/18/2025)
· Total Revenue = $ 61,589.20
· Total revenue from sponsorships = $15,050
· Total Expenses = $ 53,481.99
· Pie Chart of revenue & expenses presented for Sep 2024-Sep 2025
· Bulk of revenue from Square transactions
· Balance over time graph presented. We typically keep around $50,000 in our account after annual meeting expenses
· No major concerns. Our organization is in good financial health. 

3. ACJS Report- Ming-Li Hsieh, Region 3 Trustee
· The ACJS 63rd Annual Meeting, March 3 – 7, 2026, in Philadelphia, PA
· Abstract deadline: September 26 (preferred) and October 10 (final)
· Early Bird registration: Now- February 6
· 25TH anniversary of 9/11 – so special panels and events in light of that
· Special fun events include a dance with swing band
· Doctoral Summit (applications due October 1)
· Upcoming Region 3 Trustee election 
· Region 3 (247) remains the 3rd largest
· Encourage others to join; especially student members

4. Journal of Crime & Justice Updates- Jennifer Peck, Editor
· Recognized Managing Editor Sara Lucak, UCF
· Recognized Deputy Editors
· Dena Carson, Indiana University Indianapolis
· William King, Boise State University
· Breanne Pleggenkuhle, Southern Illinois University Carbondale
· Joseph Schafer, Arizona State University
· Submission to Decision Timelines (9/23/24-9/23/25)
· Total submissions: 232
· Current Revise and Resubmits/Accept with Minor Revisions: 18 
· Total desk rejections: 133/172 (77%)
· Acceptance rate: 21/216 (10%)
· Awaiting First Decision: 14
· Trends over the last 4+ years on submissions (through 9/23/25)
· Generally increased submissions over time
· Rejection rate increased in 2022, but stable around 75-79% since then
· Journal Speed/Acceptance Metrics
· Time from submission to first decision (when editor decides to send out or desk reject) (2 days again!), submission to post-review decision (first decision letter sent to author) (56 days again!), and acceptance to online publication (11 days again!) – verified it was the same as 2024!
· Citation Metrics
· 2024 Impact Factor: 1.50 (2023 = 1.40)
· Five-Year Impact Factor: 1.70 (2023 = 1.60)
· 111,697 annual downloads/views in past calendar year (98,985 in 2023)
· 2025 (April, May, June) = 27,803
· 2024 (April, May, June) = 28,745
· 2023 (April, May, June) = 25,206
· 2022 (April, May, June) = 27,542
· Journal Citation Indicator v. Impact Factor
· JCI provides a more fair way of comparing journals across disciplines
· JCI of 1.0 means journal’s publications received citations at the average for journals in the same subject category
· JCI > 1.0 means journal performs above average in terms of citations relative to its field
· JCI
· Calculated using all citable items published over 3 years
· JC&J JCI = 1.26 – compared to other well-known journals in our field:
· Criminal Justice & Behavior = 0.90
· Crime & Delinquency = 1.01
· American Journal of Criminal Justice = 1.09
· Justice Quarterly = 1.27
· Journal of Experimental Criminology = 1.27
· Journal of Research in Crime & Delinquency = 1.56
· Criminology = 2.99
· Recent Special Issues
· 2025
· The Intersection of Crime and Health: Structural Inequalities, Spatial Dynamics, and Policy
· Michael Niño, Grant Drawve, & Kayla Allison
· 7 articles listed for the issue
· 2026
· Monetary Sanctions & the Criminal Justice System
· Ebony Ruhland
· TBD
· Dena Carson & Breanne Pleggenkuhle; Melissa Burek & Eric Cooke
· JC&J always looking for guest editors for special issues.
· 2024 Outstanding Paper Award winner
· Jessie L. Krienert, Jeffrey A. Walsh, & Malia A. Kohls, Illinois State University – 2024 Vol 47, Issue 3 “An Empirical Analysis of the (Un)readability of Inmate Handbooks”
· Positive Updates & Reminders
· Beth Huebner  2024 Conference Keynote Address in JC&J
· Movement towards including publicly-available “Highlights” for articles
· Continue to include graduate students as reviewers
· Keynote Addresses are always Open Access
· Introductions to Special Issues are always Open Access
· Special Issues are Open Access for 90 days
· Continued Challenges
· Invited reviewers decline/no response
· Reviewer time (7-10 days) for Rapid Communication articles
· Increasing the IF
· Ability of authors to pay for Open Access
· How to follow us on X (Twitter) and initiatives for promoting the journal and research on social media
· Journal of Crime and Justice: @JournalofCandJ
· Give us a follow! (please)
· But, acknowledging that visibility is going down on social media given the current climate
· Administrator: Sara Lucak (Thank you, Sara!)
· Authors can include their X handles during the submission process for us to promote their article upon acceptance 
· Promote accepted articles (especially MCJA members), special issues, annual meeting, etc.  increase our visibility & metrics w/ T&F
· Thank you to Editorial Board, Reviewers, and Authors
· Listing of Editorial Board members provided in slides

5. Awards & Recognition
· Thank you to the Poster Judges: Lisa Growette Bostaph (Chair); Melissa Burek; Eric Cooke; David Lapsey; Sara Lucak; Breanne Pleggenkuhle
· Undergraduate Student Poster Award: 
· Anna Guzek, Omeed Ilchi, Purdue University Northwest
· “The Effect of True Crime Media on Perceptions of the Criminal Justice System”
· Master’s Student Poster Award: 
· Alyssa Cullen, Lisa Growette-Bostaph, William King, Boise State University 
· “Sexual Assault Kit Initiative Cold Case Triage Data”
· Doctoral Student Poster Award: 
· Sadie Brewer, University of Nebraska Omaha
· “Exploring Discrepancies in Juvenile Justice Legislation Across the United States”
· Thank you to the Paper Judges: David White, Mackenzie Grace, Eric Lambert, Maribeth Rezey
· Undergraduate Student Paper Award:
· Riley Conner, Purdue University Northwest
· “Trying Juveniles as Adults: An Overview of the Process and an Ethical Analysis”
· Doctoral Student Paper Award:
· Elisabeth Lyne, University of Missouri-St. Louis
· “Dual Decision-Making: Assessing Gender and Custody in Civil Protection Order Cases”
· Student Travel Scholarship Award Winners: 
· Brandon Bledsoe, University of Cincinnati
· Brenna Dunlap, University of Cincinnati
· Jordan Parker, Michigan State University
· Emilie Whitehouse, University of Nebraska- Omaha
· Promotion and Reminders about submitting for all scholarships and student awards, especially student paper award
· 2025 Practitioner Award: Captain Jacob Morris & Lt. Kyle Gelenius, Lorain, OH Police Department
· Adam Watkins accepted the award on their behalf and spoke to their strengths and why they were deserving of the award
· 2024 Tom Castellano Award: Jen Peck, University of Central Florida
· For service to MCJA; this year’s recipient has long standing service starting with graduate service; She is so dedicated she tried to pay her membership 4 times this year.  The board did a great job keeping this a secret! 

6. Elections
· Board members for the next year listed here. Congratulations to Eric Grommon, 2nd VP, & Audrey Hickert, Secretary, who were elected this summer
· President: Mike Vecchio, Loyola University Chicago
· 1st Vice President: Julie Hibdon, Southern Illinois University
· 2nd Vice President: Eric Grommon, Indiana University Indianapolis 
· Secretary, Audrey Hickert, University of Cincinnati
· Treasurer: Eric Cooke, Bowling Green State University
· Immediate Past President: Catherine Pape, Bowling Green State University

Ceremonial Gavel handed off from Catherine Pape to Mike Vecchio as the new President. Mike presented the other new business. 

7. Other New Business
· Thank you to all the sponsors and reminder for our members that this is their annual meeting and organization
· Save the date for 2026 49th Annual Meeting – 9/24-25, 2026
· Start to think about our upcoming 50th in 2027
· Info on submission deadlines (7/15/26) and sponsorships shared

Meeting Adjourned
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