MCJA Business Meeting
Meeting Minutes
09.27.24

President David White called to order for 47th Annual Meeting 

Recognized BGSU for their service to registration and running the conference

I. President’s Report/Old Business

1. Recognized the current board
· Immediate Past President Cory Haberman
· President David White
· 1st Vice President Catherine Pape
· 2nd Vice President Mike Vecchio
· Treasurer Eric Cooke 
· Secretary Audrey Hickert
· ACJS Region 3 Trustee Ming-Li Hsieh
· JC&J Editor Jen Peck
· Website Admin Breanne Pleggenkuhle

2. New hotel – Aloft Magnificent Mile
· Year 1 of 3-year contract
· Thanks again to hotel selection committee: Dena Carson, Matt Matusiak, Jen Peck, Mike Vecchio

3. Constitutional Amendments – documents emailed to membership on June 25, 2024 & QR code with links to documents provided 

a. Student Travel Scholarship
· Thank you to Cory Haberman, Bill King, Julie Hibdon, Mark Elcock, & Lori  
· Brusman-Lovins committee who developed this initiative
· Intent of the Amendment Statement: Establishes guidelines and procedures that support the Student Travel Scholarship, which will provide funding to selected student recipients each year.
· Synopsis: 
· The treasurer reports each year to the E-Board the amount of available funds & E-Board decides how many and what amount of scholarships will be available
· Deadlines determined at mid-year business meeting 
· Applicants must be a student as defined by constitution and be presenting a poster or paper
· E-board will manage the process and make selections
· David called for a verbal vote
· Amendment approved unanimously by members in attendance

b. Constitutional Amendment #2: (Amends Article X, Elections, Section 2)
· Proposed Constitutional Language: “The Nominations and Election Committee shall solicit nominations electronically from the regular membership, and shall accept nominations for a minimum of thirty (30) days and a maximum of forty-five (45) days prior to the election. The Nominations and Election Committee shall confirm the eligibility of all nominees as defined in Article X, Section 3., and shall present the slate of eligible candidates to the membership for respective elections.”
· Intent of the Amendment Statement:
· Establishes a timeline of 30 to 45 days for nominations for open E-Board positions
· Removes the requirement that we always have at least two (2) nominees for each open position
· David called for a verbal vote
· Amendment approved unanimously by members in attendance

II. New Business

1. Membership Report- Matt Matusiak (Note 10/1/24: These are accurate numbers. Some were not updated/correct in slide shared at the meeting.)
· 160 total registrations
· 63 regular members
· 75 student members
· 22 non-members
· 120 pre-registrations
· 53 regular members
· 58 student members
· 9 non-members
· 2023 conference attendance – 178
· 146 pre- and 32 on-site
· 70 regular, 65 student, 43 non-members
· Membership: 107 members for 2023-2024
· 85 regular & 22 student
· 2024-2025
· 74 members as of 9/27/24
· 56 regular, 18 student
· 35 renewed, 10 returning, 29 new
· 72 current members need to renew for 24-25

2. Treasurer’s Report- Eric Cooke
· As of September 18, 2024, MCJA has a total of $88,647 in its US Bank account.
· This is a 0.02% decrease from this same time last year.
· Revenue and Expenses (09/18/2023 – 09/18/2024)
· Total Revenue = $50,408.87
· Total revenue from sponsorships = $18,550
· Total Expenses = $50,508.12
· Pie Chart of revenue & expenses presented for Sep 2023-Sep 2024
· Bulk of revenue from our journal from Taylor & Francis
· Balance over time graph presented. We typically keep around $50,000 in our account
· No major concerns. Our organization is in good financial health. 

3. ACJS Report- Ming-Li Hsieh, Region 3 Trustee
· Create a new login and access the Member info Hub
· The ACJS 62nd Annual Meeting, March 11 – 15, 2025, in Denver, Colorado
· Early Bird discount on registration through February 10.
· New professional development/leadership summit and special events (e.g., tea ceremony) at this year’s conference
· Abstract deadline, September 30 (preferred) and October 14 (final)
· JQ Editor Search (Chair, Dr. David Myers)
· A formal proposal is due on December 31
· Journal of Criminal Justice and Law
· Section Journal Associate Editor Position 
· Doctoral Summit (due October 15)
· NGO Alternate Representative (due September 30)
· Send a packet to Dr. Philip Reichel

4. Journal of Crime & Justice Updates- Jennifer Peck, Editor
· Recognized Managing Editor Sara Lucak, UCF
· Recognized Deputy Editors
· Dena Carson, Indiana University Indianapolis
· William King, Boise State University
· Breanne Pleggenkuhle, Southern Illinois University Carbondale
· Joseph Schafer, Arizona State University
· Submission to Decision Timelines (9/13/23-9/13/24)
· Total submissions: 191
· Current Revise and Resubmits/Accept with Minor Revisions: 29 
· Total desk rejections: 88/120 (73%)
· Acceptance rate: 47/167 (28%)
· Awaiting First Decision: 13
· Trends over the last 4+ years on submissions (2024 through 9/13/24)
· Trends of increased submissions over time
· Rejection rate also increasing from around 56% in 2020 to 73% in 2024
· Journal Speed/Acceptance Metrics
· Time from submission to first decision (when editor decides to send out or desk reject) (2 days now), submission to post-review decision (first decision letter sent to author) (56 days), and acceptance to online publication (11 days) have all improved from October 2023-March 2024 vs. April 2024-September 2024
· Citation Metrics
· 2023 Impact Factor: 1.40 (2022 = 1.20)
· Five-Year Impact Factor: 1.60 (2022 = 1.60)
· 99,000 annual downloads/views in past calendar year
· 2024 (May, June, July) = 28,745
· 2023 (May, June, July) = 25,206
· 2022 (May, June, July) = 27,542
· 2021 (May, June, July) = 26,000
· Jen noted how metrics have changed in how Impact Factors (IF) are measured. There is a lag in how citations affect IFs. 
· Recent Special Issues
· 2024 (Issue 1)
· Measurement & Methodology: Addressing Challenges & Exploring Opportunities
· Julie Hibdon, Joseph Schafer, & Michael Kyle
· 2024 (Issue 4)
· Broadening our Understanding of Cybercrime & Its Evolution
· Benoît Dupont, Francis Fortin, & Rutger Leukfeldt
· T&F has worked with us on visibility with making certain special issue articles open access permanently or for at least 90 days
· Upcoming Special Issues
· 2025
· The Intersection of Public Health & Crime
· Grant Drawve & Michael Niño
· 2025
· Monetary Sanctions & the Criminal Justice System
· Ebony Ruhland
· TBD
· Dena Carson & Breanne Pleggenkuhle; Melissa Burek & Eric Cooke
· JC&J always looking for guest editors for special issues.
· 2024 Outstanding Paper Award winner
· Adam M. Watkins, BGSU – 2023 Vol 46, Issue 4 “How Stable is the Relationship between Gang Membership and Delinquency Over Time? An Exploratory Analysis Using Repeated Cross-Sectional Data from Students in One State, 2001-2017”
· Positive Updates
· Reviewers receive email with decision & other reviews
· Ebony Ruhland  2023 Conference Keynote Address in Issue 3 of 2024
· Increase in mentorship of graduate students as reviewers
· 20 articles temporarily Open Access from 2022 & 2023
· Keynote Addresses & Special Issues  temporarily Open Access
· New submission type: Rapid Communication articles
· Movement towards data transparency policy
· New Directions/Future Directions articles
· Additional notes: 
· Keynote Address articles will be open access
· Rapid Communication articles – goal is for short, timely pieces of under 4,000 words. Editor Peck wants reviews back on these papers in under 2 weeks to keep them timely
· Future Directions articles – another new style they are currently developing for submissions
· Continued Challenges
· Finding reviewers in our “post COVID” world, which is impacting journal speed/acceptance metrics
· Wanting to increase impact factor
· Shift from journal subscriptions to Open Access articles for revenue
· Increase visibility to international authors
· How to follow us on X (Twitter) and initiatives for promoting the journal and research on social media
· Journal of Crime and Justice: @JournalofCandJ
· Give us a follow! (please)
· Administrator: Sara Lucak (Thank you, Sara!)
· Authors can include their X handles during the submission process for us to promote their article upon acceptance 
· Promote accepted articles (especially MCJA members), special issues, annual meeting, etc.  increase our visibility & metrics w/ T&F
· Thank you to Editorial Board, Reviewers, and Authors
· Listing of Editorial Board members provided in slides

5. Awards & Recognition
· Thank you to the Poster Judges: Lisa Growette Bostaph (Chair); Joseph Schafer; Breanne Pleggenkuhle; Thomas Hughes; William King
· Graduate Student Poster Award: 
· Sara Lucak, Jennifer Peck, & Kristina Childs, University of Central Florida
· “Applying Social Learning Theory to Understand Racial Extremist Ideologies: A Comparison of U.S. Youth and Adults”
· Undergraduate Student Poster Award: 
· Sonyah Ngwafang, University of Maryland; Maizie Hill, Curry College; Isabelle Gochtovtt, American University; Maria Holmes, Gonzaga University; Lawrence Pear, Lafayette College; Beth Bjerregaard, UNC at Charlotte
· “From Street to Suit: The Effects of Adolescent Gang Involvement on Adult Employment Through Life Course Theory Authors”
· Student Travel Scholarship Award Winners: 
· Tiana Gaudette, Michigan State University
· Peyton Gillespie, Ball State University
· Katelyn McMahon, University of Louisville
· Kaitlyn Swanberg, University of Nebraska- Omaha
· Promotion and Reminders about submitting for all scholarships and student awards, especially student paper award
· 2024 Tom Castellano Award: Matthew Matusiak, University of Arkansas at Little Rock 
· For service on executive board over the years, keeping our MCJA membership records, and overall service record to MCJA

6. Elections
· Board members for the next year listed here. Congratulations to Julie Hibdon, 2nd VP, & Eric Cooke, Treasurer, who were elected this summer
· President: Catherine Pape, Bowling Green State University
· 1st Vice President: Mike Vecchio, Loyola University Chicago
· 2nd Vice President: Julie Hibdon, Southern Illinois University
· Secretary, Audrey Hickert, University of Cincinnati
· Treasurer: Eric Cooke, Bowling Green State University
· Immediate Past President: David White, Ferris State University

Ceremonial Gavel handed off from David White to Catherine Pape as the new President. Catherine presented the other new business. 

7. Other New Business
· Thank you to all of the sponsors who are shown on the slides
· Save the date for 2025 48th Annual Meeting – 9/25-26, 2025
· Start to think about our upcoming 50th in 2027
· We are going to form am audit committee because we have an audit due before the next annual meeting.
· We are going to have a committee to develop more guidance for the student paper competition in the coming year
· Website domain will change in October/November this year – be aware there may be some glitches and contact us to let us know

Meeting Adjourned
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