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The region’s executive members during the past year (including contact information and term of office): 

President
Joseph Ferrandino
School of Public and Environmental Affairs 
Indiana University Northwest
3400 Broadway
Gary, IN 46408
joferran@iun.edu
(291) 980-6902
Term of Office: 2015-16
Nominations Due: NA
Person Responsible for Nomination Process: NA-succeeded by 1st Vice President

First Vice President 
Jennifer H. Peck
Department of Criminal Justice
University of Central Florida
12805 Pegasus Drive
Building 80, Suite 311
Orlando, FL 32816
Jennifer.Peck@ucf.edu
Term of Office: 2015-16
Nominations Due: NA-succeeded by the 2nd Vice President
Person Responsible for Nomination Process: NA-succeeded by the 2nd Vice President


Second Vice President
Jason Spraitz
Department of Political Science and Criminal Justice
University of Wisconsin Eau Claire
Hibbard Hall – Room 430
Eau Claire, WI 54702
715-836-5022
spraitjd@uwec.edu
Term of Office: 2015-16
Nominations Due: NA-succeeded by the incoming 2nd Vice President, once elected
Person Responsible for Nomination Process: Nominations and Elections Committee, chaired by Immediate Past President
Secretary 
Kimberly D. Dodson
Western Illinois University
School of LEJA 
1 University Circle 
Stipes 403J 
Macomb, IL 61455
KD-Dodson@wiu.edu
Term of Office: 2015-2017
Nominations Due: May/June 2016 with election held in July/August 2016
Person Responsible for Nomination Process: Nominations and Elections Committee, chaired by Immediate Past President

Treasurer 
Jeffrey B. Bumgarner
Criminal Justice & Public Policy Bldg.
North Dakota State University
Department 2315 P.O. Box 6050
Fargo, ND 58108
jeffrey.bumgarner@ndsu.edu
Term of Office: 2015-2017
Nominations Due: May/June 2016 with election held in July/August 2016
Person Responsible for Nomination Process: Nominations and Elections Committee, chaired by Immediate Past President

Board of Directors – The Board of Directors is composed of the elected officers of the association (see above) and the immediate past president.

Immediate Past President 
Victoria Simpson Beck 
Criminal Justice Program
University of Wisconsin, Oshkosh
800 Algoma Boulevard
Oshkosh, WI 54901-8655
Office: (920) 424-7994
beckv@uwosh.edu
Term of Office: 2015-16
Nominations Due: NA
Person Responsible for Nomination Process: NA-succeeded by Current President


Accomplishments and Information

MCJA held our annual meeting in Chicago in September of 2015 at the Inn of Chicago, with 192 people registered. Professor Emeritus Lawrence Travis of the University of Cincinnati giving an excellent keynote address. Also in attendance was ACJS President Brandon Applegate, which was greatly appreciated. This conference was our first as a full two-day event (All day Thursday and Friday) rather than two half days (Thursday and Saturday) and one full day (Friday). This format was sought by Immediate Past President Victoria Beck and was largely successful, making the events more highly attended while still providing free time for attendees in Chicago. 

The next meeting with be September 24-25, 2016 at the Hilton Garden Inn in Chicago’s Magnificent Mile. The MCJA is very proud to move this year’s conference after almost twenty years at the Inn of Chicago. This move is made possible by the vision of successive leaders over time, a diligent executive board, our growth as an organization and our increased revenues through Mike Leiber’s stewardship of the Journal of Crime and Justice. Our inaugural keynote speaker for the new hotel is former MCJA President (1982) William Wakefield of the University of Nebraska-Omaha, who has been a member of MCJA since it was formed. The new hotel was the culmination of work by several past executive board members and brought to fruition by Immediate Past President Victoria Beck. 

We also have moved to a fully online abstract submission system and conference registration system, made possible by the work of our Secretary Kim Dodson, her graduate students including Leann Cabage and our Treasurer Jeff Baumgarner. This complements our move to a more streamlined conference payment system and an overhaul of our website and Facebook pages, also largely credited to Kim Dodson and her students.

Jeff Baumgarner also worked diligently to provide the Board with our options in becoming a 501(c)(3) non-profit, and at this time we have decided to not pursue that status and keep out current designation. 

In sum, the MCJA has been strengthened as an organization and has undergone tremendous and exciting changes over the past year thanks to the dedicated service of current and former board members, members at large, partners and volunteers. 

Elections

Elections were held in summer 2015 for the positions of 2nd Vice President, with Jason Spraitz winning the election and assuming the role at the annual meeting.  The MCJA Nominations and Elections Committee oversaw the election, with Immediate Past President (at the time) George Burruss chairing that process.  

MCJA will hold annual elections in the summer of 2016.  The 2nd Vice President is elected annually; the Secretary and Treasurer are elected every other year, so neither office will be on the ballot in 2016.  The Nominations and Election Committee oversees the election process.  This committee is chaired by the Immediate Past president, who serves with at least three MCJA members in good standing.  The committee solicits, receives, and reviews candidates for each open position, ensuring no less than two nominees appear on the ballot for each office.  Candidates for office in MCJA must have been members in good standing for at least twelve months prior to being nominated for office.  MCJA normally conducts officer elections via a secure election site; each current member is emailed a unique link allowing them to vote one time.  The Nominations and Election Committee notifies the membership of election results at the Annual meeting.

Awards

[bookmark: _GoBack]MCJA conducts annul student paper competitions, with awards being issued at the Annual Meeting. Students are divided into undergraduate and graduate categories. Winners received a prize of $150 and a certificate; honorable mentions receive a certificate.  For the 2015 meeting, the Student Paper Competition Committee was chaired by President Victoria Beck, with the assistance of MCJA members Stephanie Boys (Indiana University), Benjamin Gibbs (Ball State University), Jason Spraitz (University of Wisconsin Eau Claire), David Jones (University of Wisconsin Oshkosh), and Kiesha Warren-Gordon (Ball State University). The committee is charged with reviewing entries based on: the significance of the topic; contribution to the area of study; command of the relevant work in the field of study; appropriate use of methodology; and the quality of writing. The 2015 Outstanding Graduate Paper winner was Alicia Jurek (Sam Houston State University). The 2015 Outstanding Undergraduate Paper winner was Michaela Otto (University of Wisconsin Oshkosh). 

MCJA also issues the Tom Castellano Award to recognize members who have made outstanding contributions to the association.  Castellano was on the faculty at Southern Illinois University Carbondale from 1986-2003 and at Rochester Institute of Technology from 2003 until his passing in 2009.  He was an ardent advocate for social justice, serving on the Illinois Governor’s Commission on Hate Crime.  He was a long time participant in MCJA and served as the Association’s president from 2004-2005.  MCJA initiated the award after Castellano passed away; it is awarded at the discretion of the board. In 2014 it was determined the award should be issued, with the honor going to Melissa Burek, a Past President of MCJA and a tireless volunteer that runs the registration desk at the annual conference with her students. Her service to MCJA has been extensive and has made the organization better and the conference more manageable. 

We also had our inaugural award for Best Article in the Journal of Crime and Justice. This year’s winner (2015), chosen by an editorial review board, was “Hen’s Teeth and Horse’s Toes: The Adult Onset Offender in Criminology” by Tracy Sohoni, Raymond Paternoster, Jean Marie McGloin and Ronet Bachman, 37(2), 155-172. 

Plans for the Coming Year
· We have made many excellent changes over the past 2-3 years, so we are now in a position to let change occur more organically and assess the impact of the changes we have made. We are focusing on the quality of our events at the annual conference and broadening our opportunities after undergoing many changes. 
· Continue to work with Routledge to increase the prestige of the Journal of Crime and Justice and increase the number of subscriptions. As of now, we do have another book being made from a journal issue and will continue to pursue such options that benefit the MCJA, the journal, the special editor of the issue and the authors that published. Routledge has been a great partner with MCJA. 
· Continue to upgrade our use of technology to make joining MCJA, submitting articles and registering for the conference easier for everyone. This includes utilizing these tools to increase fundraising and not making that the sole responsibility of the 2nd Vice President as this can be a daunting task. 
· Recruit more members and increase attendance at the annual meeting relative to both students and professors.
· We have added several functions due to the new format of the two-day conference, including a reception each evening (this year we will have a one hour open bar at each), and are continuing our ice cream social while adding lunches and other breaks that we did not or could not in the past.
· Continue to provide more student-specific opportunities, such as the poster session and the student research showcase panels. These have proven to be successful and fun. 
· Build on the excellent foundation that Brandon Kooi laid with the Career Fair, and bring in more students and candidates to match the many employment opportunities that have been available over the past several years. 
· Continue to offer awards and expand our recognition of volunteers, members, students and authors. This has been a highlight of the last several conferences


Items For ACJS Executive Board Action:
No action at this time.
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