Academy of Criminal Justice Sciences 
Midwestern Criminal Justice Association 
Midwest Region Executive Board Meeting 
Wednesday, February 19, 2014 
9:30 AM – 10:45 AM 

Attendance: Victoria Beck, 1st Vice President; Joseph Ferrandino, 2nd Vice President; Jeffrey Bumgarner, Treasurer; Kimberly Dodson, Secretary; Michael Leiber, Editor, Journal of Crime & Justice; Jennifer Peck, Assistant Managing Editor (Outgoing), Journal of Crime & Justice; Maude Beaudry-Cyr, Assistant Managing Editor (Incoming), Journal of Crime & Justice.  

The meeting was called to order at 9:35 AM. 

Jeff opened the meeting with the treasurer’s report. Jeff stated that MCJA had more income than outgo for the year. He also mentioned the Edward Jones Funds and noted they are not currently drawing any interest. He suggested that the Board think about what we could do with these funds to draw interest. 

Jeff stated that he keeps an update member list because he is responsible for tracking membership dues. He said he would make sure to share the updated list with Kim so she could create an up-to-date listserv. 

The Board discussed ways to increase the visibility of the region, increase membership, and participation in the annual conference. 

Mike suggested that we send emails to community college and university departmental chairs to encourage conference participation. Mike also suggested increasing our presence through social media. In addition, Mike suggested that MCJA might host a student dinner the night before the start of the conference. 

Vicky suggested that we might explore hosting poster presentations for undergraduate and graduate students. There was some discussion about the logistics of hosting poster presentations including the need for easels. Joe stated that Office Depot might be a resource for easels. Vicky and Joe offered to work together on adding the poster presentations to the upcoming conference. 

Kim offered to email Justin Patchin about the MCJA webpage to ask him if he would like to continue as the webmaster or whether he would be willing to turn those duties cover to her and some of her graduate students.  

Jeff made a motion that the Board authorize $300.00 in compensation for the webmaster services/social media. Vicky seconded the motion. The motion passed unanimously. Jeff also made a motion for Kim to serve as the point person for all media services. Mike seconded the motion. The motion passed unanimously.  

The Board discussed the upcoming MCJA conference scheduled for September 25-27, 2014 in Chicago, Illinois. 
Vicky suggested that Mike might identify a “best article” from the Journal of Crime & Justice. Mike stated he could reach out to other editors to find out their criteria. Articles from special issues could be included as potential best articles. The author(s) of the article would receive a plague that Mike would present. Vicky made a motion to approve the best article award for the Journal of Crime & Justice . Jeff seconded the motion. The motion was passed unanimously.

There was a discussion of the Tom Castellanos Award (for service to MCJA). Jeff indicated that the service award could go to a past president of MCJA or anyone who has made a significant contribution to serving MCJA. 

Vicky mentioned the creation of the MCJA dropbox so that documents could be shared among the Board. She also stated that the documents we used for last year’s conference would be located there to assist with the preparation of this year’s conference. 

The Board also discussed the current $1000.00 stipend paid to the Journal of Crime & Justice. Jeff made a motion to increase the stipend from $1000.00 to $2000.00, which would increase the editorial resources available to the editor and assistant managing editor. Vicky seconded the motion. The motion passed unanimously. 

[bookmark: _GoBack]Mike presented the Journal of Crime & Justice editor’s report (see attached copy). Mike stated there had been a drop in the number of submissions to the journal from 2013 to 2014 at the time of the report. However, several articles were in the pipeline to be published. He also pointed out that the rejection rate was higher in comparing the 2013 and 2014 editor’s reports.  He did note that the average turnaround time for time increased slightly from 18 says to 21 days. 

The meeting was adjourned at 10:45 AM. 
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